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These slides provide an overview of specialized  

academic opportunities available at the high

school level.

Topics included are:

● Advanced Placement Courses

● International Baccalaureate Program

● Career and College Promise Program

● Career and Technical Education Opportunities

Presentation Purpose

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling



Advanced 
Placement 
Courses



What is Advanced Placement?
● College Board’s Advanced Placement program enables  

students to pursue college level studies while in high  
school.

● Courses are available in many subject areas: English,  
history, humanities, languages, math, psychology, and  
science.

● Focused on engaging discussions, approaching and solving  
problems

● Emphasizes the development of writing skills
● Provides a foundation for your future college major or  

career



The Benefits of Taking AP Classes
● Helps students gain the skills and study habits needed in  

college

● Improves writing, problem-solving, and time-management
● Helps students learn how to stay focused on work and goals
● Proves to colleges students are willing to take challenging  

classes

● Makes students stand out in the admission process
● Proves students are taking the initiative to prepare themselves  

for college-level work
● Earn college credit - over 2,600 colleges worldwide grant credit  

for certain scores on AP Exams



More Benefits of Taking AP Classes
● Colleges have their own policies regarding how credit is awarded  

for AP courses based on students’ scores on the AP exam.Most  
schools will have this policy outlined on their website or you  
can search via the college board:  
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-cre  
dit-policies

● AP course completion helps students qualify for scholarships –  
31% of colleges and universities look at student’s AP experience  
when determining scholarship opportunities

● Research shows that AP courses help students graduate from  
college in four years.

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies


Taking AP Courses at MRHS
● Many AP courses require an honors level companion course  

first semester followed by the actual AP course second  
semester. Some are one-semester long with no companion  
course.

● Most of our semester-long AP courses are offered on an  
A-day/B-day schedule at MRHS.

● Students who take AP courses are required to take the AP  
exam for each course in May. Should a student elect not  
to take the AP exam, the student’s final grade in the  
course will drop by one letter grade.

● Students receive AP exam scores in early to mid-July.



AP Courses at MRHS
● Art 2D Studio
● Biology
● Calculus AB
● Calculus BC
● Chemistry
● Comparative Government 

and Politics
● Computer Science  

Principles
● Computer Science A
● English Language
● English Literature
● Environmental Science

● French
● German
● Human Geography
● Microeconomics
● Macroeconomics
● Physics I, II
● Psychology
● Spanish
● Statistics
● US Government and 

Politics
● US History
● World History



Marvin Ridge AP Scores Over 
the Last Five Years

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Total AP 
Students

545 497 553 578 575

Number of Exams 1070 1005 1078 1230 1251

AP Students with 
Scores 3+

451 417 433 472 471

% of Total AP 
Students with 
Scores 3+

82.8 83.9 78.3 81.7 81.9

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling





AP National Recognition
•AP Scholar: Granted to student who receive scores of 3 or higher 
on three or  more AP exams

•AP Scholar with Honors: Granted to students who receive an 
average score of  at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken and scores 
of 3 or higher on five or more exams

•State AP Scholar: Granted to the one male and one female student 
in each US  State and the District of Columbia with scores of 3 
or higher on the greatest  number of AP Exams, and then the 
highest average score (at least 3.5) on all AP Exams taken

•National AP Scholar: Granted to students in the US who receive 
an average  score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken and scores 
of 4 or higher on eight  or more of these exams



AP National Recognition

•This distinction can be used on all future college  
applications, scholarship applications, and even on  
employment applications.

•Place in Marvin Ridge history… Academic Wall of Excellence.

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling



International 
Baccalaureate  
Program



Who can apply?
Information Sessions: 

 Pathway DECEMBER 9 IB DP JANUARY 9 



What is IB?
● The International Baccalaureate Programme is a 2  

year program offered at MRHS that gives students an  
opportunity to earn an additional international  
diploma.

● Student must apply to be part of the IB Diploma  
Programme.

● The curriculum focuses on developing a global  
mindedness and the elements of the IB learner  
profile.

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling





On an A-day/B-day schedule,  
IB students take 6 core  
classes:

● English
● Second language
● Math
● History
● Science
● 1 additional course

During the 2 years, students  
will also take a philosophy  
course called Theory of  
Knowledge and 2 electives.



International Baccalaureate 
How is IB different?

● IB is an entire program, a school within a  
school, not just a type of class.

● A Day/B Day schedule: eight classes each  
semester for two years

● Extended Essay required: 4,000 word research-  
based paper

● CAS Component: Creativity, Action, Service  
requiring students to seek a balanced lifestyle

● Stronger emphasis on writing and speaking in all  
disciplines



International Baccalaureate 
Program
Pre-requisites:

○ Two years of Honors English
○ Biology, Chemistry, & Earth 

Science
○ Honors Maths I, II, and III
○ Civics and World History
○ Three years of Foreign Language



When do I apply?
           Application Windows

IB Pathway Program
(Rising 8th Graders)

Dec. 2 - Mar. 2

IB Diploma Program
(Rising 10th Graders)

Feb. 3 - Feb. 14

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling



International 
Baccalaureate 
Program

If you would like more detailed  
information about the IB Diploma Program, 
please attend the informational meeting in 
the auditorium.

Rising 8th graders on December 9th
Rising 10th graders on January 9th 



Career And College 
Promise Program



SPCC Career and College 
Promise Program
-The Career & College Promise Program is a partnership with SPCC 
that  allows you to get college credit for free through SPCC.

-There are two Pathways:
○ College Transfer Pathway (CTP) (we offer 5 CTP pathways).
○ Career Technical Education (CTE)Pathway (we offer over 43 CTE 
pathways).

-Must have a minimum 2.8 GPA or meet minimum test requirements 
(Pre-ACT,  PSAT, SAT, or ACT scores).

-Go to SPCC.edu for more details. Students must create a free account at  
www.cfnc.org. Information is also available on the “School 
Counseling”  section of the MRHS website.

http://www.cfnc.org/


Benefits of Career and College 
Promise
-Earn free college credit while still in high school.

-Earn credits that meet high school graduation requirements.

-Most courses carry the same weight as AP/IB for the Class  
of 2019 and beyond.

-Receive college credential prior to high school graduation.

-Easy transitions from HS to post-secondary institutions or  
program completion following high school.



Statistics of Career and 
College Promise Program
During the 2018-2019 academic year at SPCC:

● More than 1,200 high school students completed over 
7,000  college hours.

● Participating high school students earned over 7,000  
hours of college credit

● High school students explored more than 36 academic  
programs throughout the academic year.

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling



Career and 
Technical  
Education/Career 
Readiness



Career & Technical Education - 
Career Clusters (Part 1)



Career & Technical Education - Career Clusters (Part 
2)



Career & Technical 
Education - Concentrator
In order to become a CTE Concentrator, you must meet the  
following requirements:

● Take 4 CTE courses in the same Career Cluster
● 1 of the 4 courses has to be a 2nd level course  

(those with abeside of it)
● Only 1 of the 4 courses are allowed to come from the  

Enhancement Courses for that cluster (all 4 could come  
from the Foundational Courses)

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling



Career & Technical 
Education - Academies
● Strives to provide a wide array of small, personalized  

learning communities within different high schools across  
the county.

● Students can apply for entrance into an academy through a  
voluntary application process which requires parental  
approval, support, and knowledge.

● Students must have completed all prerequisite classes  
prior to admission to an academy and should have a genuine  
interest in that career area.

● Each academy has a business-grade certification/credential  
that students will have the opportunity to take.



Career & Technical Education - 
Academies

● Automotive Repair

● Aviation

● Broadcasting & TV Programming
● Carpentry
● Clean Energy
● Collision Repair
● Cosmetic Arts & Science
● Culinary Arts

● Drafting - Engineering/Architecture
● Early Childhood Education
● Electrical Trades
● Emergency Medicine

● Engineering Technology

● Firefighter
● Film Editing & Production

● Geographic 
Information  Systems

● Health Informatics
● Heating, Ventilation, and 

Air  Conditioning
● Masonry
● Nurse Aid

● Project Lead the 
Way  Engineering

● Veterinary Assisting Academy
● Welding

**Go to www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/5611 for more information on each Academy!

http://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/5611


Career & Technical 
Education - Internships
Qualifications Placements, Assignments, and Grades

● Placements are based on student’s  
interest

● Most assignments are completed online  
and include journals, terminology,  
time sheets, and a capstone project

● Grades are based on required  
assignments, attendance at scheduled  
meetings, and sponsor evaluations

● Internship grades are shown on report  
cards and transcripts and used to  
calculate GPA

● Senior year (or Summer before Senior  
year)

● Application based (do not register)
● Successfully completed two CTE  

courses within a pathway

● Minimum of 92% attendance rate
● Reliable transportation

Scheduling
● Minimum of 100 on-site hours  

(plus weekly assignments)
● Community sponsor and student  

determine schedule based on the  
business’ hours of operation and  
convenience

**Go to www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/2717 for  
more information on Internships!

http://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/2717


Career & Technical Education - 
Cooperative Education
● Cooperative Education, or Co-op connects the Marketing Education 

classes  to a student's work experience.

● To enroll in Co-op, a student must be concurrently enrolled in a 

Marketing  class

● The job must be directly related to the CTE course

● Students must work a minimum of 135 hours

● Co-op grades are shown on report cards and transcripts and are used 
to  calculate GPA



Naviance 
Student



STUDENT LOGIN- Naviance Student



Naviance Student - 2019-2020
● Students in grades 9-12 will have the opportunity to explore the 

Naviance  Student platform and complete a variety of College and Career 

Readiness  tasks.

● These tasks include personality and career interest inventories, 

building   a resume, identifying SMART goals, and searching for 

colleges.

● Parents have a view only access to the Naviance Student accounts. A  

password is required for parent account setup. If you need this, 

please

contact your child’s counselor.

Please tweet your questions: @MAVSCounseling



Want To 
Learn 
More?



MRHS School Counseling Website

To reach the  
“School  

Counseling”  
page, click 

Explore, 
hover  over 
“Parents  & 
Students”  

and click on  
“School  

Counseling.”



MRHS Website: Where to find 
information about SPCC Classes
CLICK HERE

to find  
information  

about Career  
& College  
Promise  

classes at  
SPCC.

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/5918


MRHS Website: Where to Find AP and IB 
Information

Click Explore, 
Hover over  

“Academics”  and 
click on  

“Programs” to  
reach this page  
with information  

on both
AP and IB  
offerings.



UCPS Website: Where to find 
the Program of Studies
Click this link to  
go to the UCPS  

Program of  
Studies page.

Then, choose the  
Program of  

Studies for your  
child’s grade  

level.

For course  
descriptions, use  
the current year’s  

book.

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/120/POS%202019%2018%20Feb%202019%20WEB.pdf


Program of Studies p. 18

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/120/POS%202019%2018%20Feb%202019%20WEB.pdf


Who do I contact?
● AP: Justin Jones, justin.jones@ucps.k12.nc.us

● IB: Lindsey Arant, lindsey.arant@ucps.k12.nc.us

● Career & College Promise: Mrs. Jeanette Beste 
at SPCC

○ jbeste@spcc.edu or (704) 290-5087

● CTE: Lisa Hall, lisa.hall@ucps.k12.nc.us

● MRHS School Counselors:
A-C and IB Seniors Lori Sgan lori.sgan@ucps.k12.nc.us

D-I Maggie Trunk margaret.trunk@ucps.k12.nc.us

J-M Celestine Peters Celestine.Peters@ucps.k12.nc.us

N-SE and IB Juniors Jeff Shocki Jeff.Shocki@ucps.k12.nc.us

Sg-Z Beverly Adams Beverly.Adams@ucps.k12.nc.us

mailto:justin.jones@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:lindsey.arant@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:jbeste@spcc.edu
mailto:demarcus.nixon@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:lori.sgan@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:margaret.trunk@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:Celestine.Peters@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:Jeff.Shocki@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:Beverly.Adams@ucps.k12.nc.us

